
10 Christmas  
Outreach Ideas 2016

“Dont be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy  
for all the people. Today in the town of David  

a Saviour has been born to you;  
He is Christ the Lord!” Luke 2:10
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Welcome
“Dont be afraid. I bring you good news  

of great joy for all the people.  
Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 

born to you; He is Christ the Lord!”  
Luke 2:10

When you strip back all of the traditions (the tinsel, 
the turkey, the chocolates, the presents) and focus 
on what’s really at the heart of Christmas, it is 
staggering. The heart of Christmas is about good 
news that brings great joy and it is for anyone.

The heart of Christmas is about Jesus - who left 
the glory of heaven, to step into our broken world, 
out broken lives - to save us and bring us to God.

Here are 10 ideas aimed at helping you share the 
heart of Christmas with your friends at College or 
Sixth Form. Like the angel said to the shepherds - 
“Do not be afraid!” 

God is able to do immeasurably more  
than all you could ask or imagine through His 

power at work within you!  
Ephesians 3:20
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FOUR KINDS OF  

CHRISTMAS 

WHICH ARE YOU? 

1. Four kinds of christmas

This christmas project is a fantastic way to share 
the real meaning of Christmas. Whether at College 
through a Christian Union event or personally 
through social media!

Take the online quiz at fourkindsofchristmas.com 
and find out whether you are a scrooge, shopper, 
santa or stable... then share!

Four kinds of Christmas includes an online quiz, a 
brilliant video and a free book for seekers!

Download the free Four Kinds of Christmas 
poster at www.festive.org.uk

Get a free bundle of Four Kinds of Christmas 
postcards* to give away - info@festive.org.uk

How can I use this Gospel Project?

1) Take the quiz and share with friends via social 
media in the run up to Christmas!

2) Take Four Kinds of Christmas to College;

a) Set up a Christmassy stall somewhere popular

b) Use tablets/phones/laptops and invite students 
to take the quiz at your stall

c) Let them watch the video, fill in their 
‘Christmas’ on a free postcard* and send them 
off with a Christmas chocolate.
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2. Give a gift!

Everyone likes presents...

Part of a Christian group at College?

a) Order some Gospels or Christmas booklets and 
wrap them up in Christmas paper

b) Attach a candy cane (or similar) and a label 
saying “Merry Christmas from the Christian Union”

c) Give them out at a busy location at the end  
of term

Going Solo?

d) Make some Christmassy fudge or home-made 
Christmas treats, pop them in a little Christmas 
‘goody bag’ with an invite to a Church Christmas 
event?

e) Not a baker? Give personal invites to Christmas 
Church events to mates- but stick a candy cane on 
each one?

3. Christmas party

1. Book out a room, advertise around College with 
posters and invite your mates to a lunch time CU 
Christmas party!

2. Provide Christmas nibbles, music, play silly 
games and invite someone (a CU member? a 
guest speaker?) to share their testimony (including 
what Christmas means to them!) Check out the 
resource ‘How to Share your story” for help - 
www.festive.org.uk

3. Give everyone a wrapped up Gospel or a 
booklet about Christmas as a gift from CU as they 
leave. Invite them to check out CU again in the 
New Year!
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4. Interactive Christmas Stall

1) Jazz up a table and create your ‘CU Christmas 
stall’ at College. Add some Christmassy tunes!

2) Ask someone from Church to bake some 
goodies that you can give away. If you do not get 
permisson for home-made goods, buy some shop 
bought and sealed treats! Avoid nuts like the 
plague.

3) One CU added a board that said “What is so 
good about Christmas?” on one side and “What is 
so bad about Christmas?” on the other. Students 
stuck up post it notes and chatted about their 
thoughts. Everyone was given a what is Sooo 
Good about Christmas postcard as they left!

Order a free bundle of “What is sooo good 
about Christmas” postcards from  
info@festive.org.uk

4) Invite people to take part in a “Christmas 
Questionnaire” - great for opening up 
conversations about Jesus. Have sweets and 
Gospels ready to give away.
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5. Christmas carol service

A Christmas carol service is an all-time favourite. 
In our experience, it is most likely to bring in the 
biggest numbers...

Option 1

... Involve everyone!

Is there a choir or college band?

A drama group will to do a drama?

What about a catering team?

Involving lots of faculties will mean a buzzing 
atmosphere and a higher profile event. Most 
importantly - get a speaker to come and give a 
short Gospel talk abut the meaning of Christmas

Option 2

... Student service at the local church!

If you can’t host a big carol event in college - is 
there a local church that could partner with the 
Christian Union and host a student carol service?

Share out jobs, get some great flyers, make sure 
a good speaker can give a short Gospel talk and 
give away wrapped up Gospels as a Christmas 
present from the Church and CU!

Carol service checklist
Advertise your event

Carols

Order of service

Speaker

Festive

Get your hands on some free customizable posters 
from the ‘resources’ section of  
www.ChristmasStartsWithChrist.com

You’ll need words for people to sing along! Print free, 
ready-made Christmas Carol sheets from 
www.sgmlifewords.com/christmas/downloads

We’ve put together a ‘Sample carol service plan’ that you 
can download for free from 
www.festive.org.uk/students/resources

Don’t forget to tell them how long you would like them 
to speak for. If you aren’t able to get someone local - 
get in touch with us  
info@festive.org.uk

Tell us about your event so that we can get people 
praying for you and the event. 
info@festive.org.uk
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“Always be prepared  
to give a reason for the hope 

that you have”
1 Peter 3:15

6. Hot chocolate giveaway

1) Get permission to have a hot chocolate station - 
maybe in the canteen or at the front of College?

2) Get permission to have big flasks (or urns) for 
the task in hand!

3) Give away free hot chocolares every morning/
lunch/end of the day for the last week of term!

4) For an extra special touch get some whippy 
cream and mash-mellows!

5) People wil ask why on earth you are doing it

Top Tip: Could you stick a Christmassy Bible 
verse like Luke 2:10 on each cup?
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8. Christmas Craft

Cark making, cookie decorating... the options 
are endless. invite a speaker to come and 
share a short Christmas message or ask 
someone from CU to share their testimony!

7. Christmas Quiz

A Christmas Quiz is a fun way to share the 
Christmas message:

1. Get permission to book a room - 
advertise it well and invite friends 
personally.

2. Put together a quiz - there are loads of 
great ones online...

3. Encourage friends to form teams - invite 
teachers/lectures to form a staff team!

4. Provide tasty goodies for tables - make 
room Christmassy?

5. At half time, invite a speaker to bring a 
Christmas message (5/6 mins!)

6. Have tracts, Gospels or postcards to 
give to everyone that came and give out 
prizes to the winning team!

How we did it: Landrillo College CU

LLandrillo College made their own Christmas 
crackers and gave them away around College, 
here’s what they did:

• Use Christmas wrap or Crepe paper to cover 
the outside of the toilet roll. Lay the toilet rol 
on the paper and make sure to leave 2 inches 
overhand at both ends. Your pece of paper 
should be approximately 8 1.2 inches wide and 
7 inches long. Since tissue paper is so thin, you 
might want to double it up.

• Secure the paper with tape or stickers along 
the length of the cracker.

• Use parcel ribbon to tie closed one end of the 
cracker. You can curl the ribbon by pulling each 
loose end along the back of your scissors - 
snazzy!

• Fill the cracker with your verse and goodies. 
Once you have everything in the rol, tie up the 
end with ribbon.

• Give them away around a popular place at 
College!

You’ll need..
Empty toliet rolls (microwave them for 1 min 
to make them hygienic, then cut them in half), 
crepe/wrapping paper, Thin ribbon, Tape/Stickers, 
Scissors, Pen/Markers, Chocolates, Bible verses.

8



9. Christmas Shoe Boxes

Could you (or CU if there is one) set up a 
campaign at College where students can donate 
items for a needy cause this Christmas?

It could be filling shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child or maybe collecting gifts for a 
local homeless shelter... it will speak volumes of 
your faith when fellow students see it worked out 
in action.

How to do it:

• Make it known: Gain permission, put up 
posters, go around form groups, use the 
intranet, annouce it in assemblies (if you have 
any!)

• Collect the stuff: Have a set day where you 
will collect everything. Maybe you could have 
a ‘collection station’: where people drop off 
donations and in exchange, everyone gets a 
Christmas booklet and sweet for taking part?

• Celebrate: Maybe you can celebrate what 
the campaign achieved at a carol service or 
through an email sent out to students in the 
new year?

Info on Christmas shoe boxes: 
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/

10. Church

Christmas is one of the easiest times of the year 
to ask your friends if they want to come to Church.

It might be carol or a cell group dinner - what a 
great time to pray that through the Spirit’s mighty 
work, friends say YES and hear about the One who 
came to earth for them!

Top Tip: Could you factor in a meal out before 
or after the event so there’s plenty of reason to 
say yes?
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