
Inter Faith Week
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you 

have. But do this with gentleness and respect…”
1 Peter 3:15



Every year, an Inter Faith Week is held in 
the UK. It usually takes place in 
November, but there is no reason why an 
Inter Faith Week cannot be held at any 
time of the year.

One aspect of Inter Faith Weeks that FESTIVE like so 
much is the opportunity for faith groups in Colleges (like 
Christian Unions) to build relationships with others, as they 
plan fun events and engage with fellow students about 
what they believe. An inter faith Event of any kind should be 
‘community led’ and we hope this resource will spark a few 
ideas (from our tried and tested ones) to enable your group 
and College to get stuck in!

Here are the three big aims of an Inter Faith Week:
1. Promoting good inter faith relations
2. Highlighting the contribution of faiths to building community
3. Increasing understanding between faiths and wider society

For more information about the official week, visit: 
www.interfaithweek.org



R.E.S.P.E.C.T.
Like the song says – everyone wants a little respect. 
When it comes to talking about what we believe with 
people with other beliefs it is so easy for a good 
conversation to turn into a slanging match!

This verse has personally been so helpful when talking 
with friends from different faiths:

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give a reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect.”  1 Peter 3: 15

As Christians, we certainly have 
an amazing hope – did you know 
that Gospel means good news – 
that’s why we’re so excited to 
share it! Sometimes though, this 
can be done with a lack of 
gentleness and respect.

During Inter Faith Week, let’s be 
quick to listen and genuinely 
engage with our friends about 
what they believe and, when they 
ask us about our faith, let’s also 
gently and respectfully be honest 
about the reason for the hope we 
have.

Guidelines are so important in any event so 
make sure you have copies for everyone to 
agree to. We have some you could use:

Guidelines for Dialogue
www.festive.org.uk/students/resources/

The NUS also have some good information in their 
Inter Faith Toolkit, follow the link from here:
http://www.belieforama.eu/forum/nus-interfaith-
toolkit-students-unions



If you could ask God one 
question…
You could run a stall representing your Christian Group: 

1. Create a huge eye-grabbing 
banner or board saying “If you could ask 
God one question, what would it be?  
(Could be a chalk board or ask 
permission to decorate the wall with 
thick/double-layered paper!) 
2. Invite fellow students to write their 
answers in pen/chalk or post-it notes 
and add to the board! 

3. Invite students to take a Gospel / Tract / free book (see below) 
to 'find out what Christians believe about God/His love for you" 

TRIED AND TESTED
Christian Groups have found this a really positive way of helping 
students engage with what they think about God. It’s a great 
way to open good dialogue about spiritual things.

What else?

Have some Gospels on the stall, give away sweets and talk to 
interested participants.

You could answer questions on your Christian Group’s blog, Facebook 
page or intranet site. Or why not run a series of meetings off the back 
of the questions – if you find them a bit tough, why not invite a 
speaker to come in and answer them?
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The Grand Giveaway!
As a group, give away something freely as a gift 
(something useful or tasty) that also gives a glimpse of 
what Christians believe (by the act of giving and the 
content).
We have put together four question themes:
What’s God like? What’s a Christian?
Who is Jesus? What is the Bible?
Print and Stick: We’ve prepared a label sheet full of verses 
relating to the four question themes above. Why not print them 
off and stick them to the goodies you’re giving away. If you’d like 
a different message it won’t take long to make your own. Label 
sheets = 21 per page.

TRIED AND TESTED
Llandrillo College CU wrapped these mini packs 
of Love Hearts in stickers with Bible verses.
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Strapped for cash?

Could you let your home churches know what’s 
going on and see if they would help raise funds 
for your giveaway?



“Grill a Christian, Ask a Muslim, Question a Sikh!”
One College in Bedfordshire had a brainwave…
For Inter Faith Week, one student from the Christian Union paired up with one student 
from the Islamic Society. Each morning they would visit a different tutor group together 
and students could ask them ANY QUESTION they liked. The CU said it was a great 
time.

Could you do this in your College?
You will need to be sure you have students (one brave member from your Christian 
Group and one brave member from another faith group) who are up for the 
challenge and happy to be questioned.
Then you need to get permission to visit tutor groups.
Last of all, publicise your event!

Don’t forget to get copies of Guidelines mentioned on the first page.
Make it a Lunchtime Event?
Get permission and book a room.
Ask students from other faiths to join you in answering
questions about their faith.
Make sure you have a good chairperson that all the
Participants are happy with and who will be able to help
the panel and audience have a profitable time.
Tell us it’s happening, so we can get people up and down 
the country to pray for you.

This is a fantastic book to help you think through Bible answers to big, 
tough questions. Email info@festive.org.uk to get some copies for your 

group to read and give away, or, get a bundle to use for Inter Faith Week.

We have some “FREE Gospel Project” Gospels of Mark 
for Christian Groups to give away at Inter Faith events. 
Email info@festive.org.uk with how many you need and 
what event you will use them for and we’ll send you a 
bundle for free!

Posters are a cost effective and eye-catching way to 
decorate an Inter Faith Week stall. The “Alive Project” is a 
set of six fantastic posters that’ll get students thinking 
about what the Bible claims. They’re free to download 
and use in whatever context you think best:    
www.festive.org.uk/students/resources
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Free Resources!


